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EDITORIAL
Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy and Impact Factors
The impact factor, often abbreviated to IF, is a measure reflecting the average number of citations to articles published in science
journals by the Science Citation Index (SCI) or the social science journals by the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI)
(Wikipedia, 2010). It is frequently used as an index for the relative importance of a journal within its field. Journals with higher
IFs are deemed to be more important than those with lower ones. IFs are published yearly for journals indexed in the Thomson
Reuters Journal Citation Reports. For a given journal, IF is the number of citations to articles published in the preceding 2 years
divided by the number of articles published by that journal within those 2 years.
After 3 years of indexing in the SCI, the Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy (HKJOT) has received for the first time
an IF of 0.462 in the Journal Citation Report 2009 and is now ranked 27th in the Rehabilitation Category of the SCI (Thomson
Reuters, 2010a). Currently, there are only four occupational therapy (OT) journals with an IF. We as Hong Kong occupational
therapists should be proud of this achievement as not many local professional journals are given an IF. While one of them is the
HKJOT, others include the Australian Occupational Therapy Journal indexed in the SCI, the American Journal of Occupational
Therapy (AJOT) and the OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health listed in the SSCI. We are also glad to see that more occu-
pational therapists are planning to submit their papers to the OT journals again. This can be seen from the AJOT, an OT journal
with the longest history and highest IF, which has had a great jump of its IF from 0.921 to 1.419 and is now ranked 14 out of the
51 rehabilitation journals according to SSCI (Thomson Reuters, 2010b). At present, our editorial team is working hard to enhance
the IF but this certainly will require the support from all occupational therapists through the submission of new manuscripts,
citation of papers from our Journal and promotion our Journal to other rehabilitation professionals.
The next stage of development is to get our Journal indexed in MEDLINE, and consider using an electronic system from the pub-
lisher for receiving submissions and reviewing articles, which would help speed up the submission and review process. Moreover,
we understand that it will be another challenge for us to sustain our track record in the SCI. Therefore, the Journal will publish
special issues on hand rehabilitation, mental health and children in the coming months to attract more submissions. The Journal
seeks the following types of manuscripts:
– Original articles including controlled clinical trials, basic or clinical experiments, instrument development or testing
– Systematic review or meta-analyses
– Commentary which discusses issues related to OT theories and practice
– Clinical note including case studies, new design or invention of new tools or devices
As an official publication of the Hong Kong Occupational Therapy Association, the Journal will continue to promote the
development of theory, research and practice in OT, and facilitate documentation and communication among educators,
researchers and practitioners in the profession, in Hong Kong, the Asian Pacific Region and internationally.
Last but not least, the Editorial Board would like to thank our Association, editors, reviewers and all the authors for their
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